RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
in the Union on the motion " This House does not consider that the granting of titular degrees without membership of the University meets the legitimate aspiration of women students". This motion was lost, 185 voting for it and 375 against. There was again a very large vote in the Senate House and the proposal to admit women to membership of the University was rejected, 712 voting for it and 904 against. The behaviour of some of the undergraduates after the poll was declared in the Senate House was exceptionally deplorable and disgraceful. A large band of them left the Senate House, proceeded to Newnham and damaged the bronze gates which had been put up as a memorial to Miss Clough, the first Principal. There were rumours that this was at the instigation of an M. A. who, when the poll was declared, shouted from the steps of the Senate House, " Now go and tell Newnham and Girton ". This outrage aroused great indignation in the University among the undergraduates as well as the older members. The undergraduates at every College organised meetings, and at each of these a resolution was passed condemning *' such contemptible behaviour and in particular that of a small number of undergraduates which culminated in disgraceful episodes and wanton damage". The authorities at Newnham dealt with this matter in a very dignified and charitable way.
These rags are nearly always very stupid and not infrequently lead to " regrettable incidents ". The psychology of a rag is that of a crowd, and this is not very different from that of a lunatic asylum. Some of the raggers really suffer from mild, temporary insanity. It is surprising how much some of them are affected by excitement alone without any aid from wine. I once at a bump supper, or something of that kind, sat next an undergraduate who was
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